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§ 11.409 Reckless burning or explod-
ing.

A person commits a misdemeanor if
he or she purposely starts a fire or
causes an explosion, whether on his or
her property or another’s, and thereby
recklessly:

(a) Places another person in danger
of death or bodily injury; or

(b) Places a building or occupied
structure of another in danger of dam-
age or destruction.

§ 11.410 Criminal mischief.
(a) A person is guilty of criminal mis-

chief if he or she:
(1) Damages tangible property of an-

other purposely, recklessly, or by neg-
ligence in the employment of fire, ex-
plosives, or other dangerous means; or

(2) Purposely or recklessly tampers
with tangible property of another so as
to endanger person or property; or

(3) Purposely or recklessly causes an-
other to suffer pecuniary loss by decep-
tion or threat.

(b) Criminal mischief is a mis-
demeanor if the actor purposely causes
pecuniary loss in excess of $100, or a
petty misdemeanor if he or she pur-
posely or recklessly causes precuniary
loss in excess of $25. Otherwise, crimi-
nal mischief is a violation.

§ 11.411 Criminal trespass.
(a) A person commits an offense if,

knowing that he or she is not licensed
or privileged to do so, he or she enters
or surreptitiously remains in any
building or occupied structure. An of-
fense under this subsection is a mis-
demeanor if it is committed in a dwell-
ing at night. Otherwise it is a petty
misdemeanor.

(b) A person commits an offense if,
knowing that he or she is not licensed
or privileged to do so, he or she enters
or remains in any place as to which no-
tice against trespass is given by:

(1) Actual communication to the
actor; or

(2) Posting in a manner prescribed by
law or reasonably likely to come to the
attention of intruders; or

(3) Fencing or other enclosure mani-
festly designed to exclude intruders.

(c) An offense under this section con-
stitutes a petty misdemeanor if the of-
fender defies an order to leave person-

ally communicated to him or her by
the owner of the premises or other au-
thorized person. Otherwise it is a viola-
tion.

§ 11.412 Theft.
A person who, without permission of

the owner, shall take, shoplift, possess
or exercise unlawful control over mov-
able property not his or her own or
under his or her control with the pur-
pose to deprive the owner thereof or
who unlawfully transfers immovable
property of another or any interest
therein with the purpose to benefit
himself or herself or another not enti-
tled thereto shall be guilty of theft, a
misdemeanor.

§ 11.413 Receiving stolen property.
A person is guilty of receiving stolen

property, a misdemeanor, if he or she
purposely receives, retains, or disposes
of movable property of another know-
ing that it has been stolen, or believing
that it has probably been stolen, unless
the property is received, retained, or
disposed with purpose to restore it to
the owner. Receiving means acquiring
possession, control or title, or lending
on the security of the property.

§ 11.414 Embezzlement.
A person who shall, having lawful

custody of property not his or her own,
appropriate the same to his or her own
use, with intent to deprive the owner
thereof, shall be guilty of embezzle-
ment, a misdemeanor.

§ 11.415 Fraud.
A person who shall by willful mis-

representation or deceit, or by false in-
terpreting, or by the use of false
weights or measures obtain any money
or other property, shall be guilty of
fraud, a misdemeanor.

§ 11.416 Forgery.
(a) A person is guilty of forgery, a

misdemeanor, if, with purpose to de-
fraud or injure anyone, or with knowl-
edge that he or she is facilitating fraud
or injury to be perpetrated by anyone,
he or she:

(1) Alters, makes, completes, authen-
ticates, issues or transfers any writing
of another without his or her author-
ity; or
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(2) Utters any writing which he or
she knows to be forged in a manner
above specified.

(b) ‘‘Writing’’ includes printing or
any other method of recording infor-
mation, money, coins, tokens, stamps,
seals, credit cards, badges, trademarks,
and other symbols of value, right,
privilege, or identification.

§ 11.417 Extortion.

A person who shall willfully, by mak-
ing false charges against another per-
son or by any other means whatsoever,
extort or attempt to extort any mon-
eys, goods, property, or anything else
of any value, shall be guilty of extor-
tion, a misdemeanor.

§ 11.418 Misbranding.

A person who shall knowingly and
willfully misbrand or alter any brand
or mark on any livestock of another
person, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor.

§ 11.419 Unauthorized use of auto-
mobiles and other vehicles.

A person commits a misdemeanor if
he or she operates another person’s
automobile, airplane, motorcycle, mo-
torboat, or other motor-propelled vehi-
cle without consent of the owner. It is
an affirmative defense to prosecution
under this section that the actor rea-
sonably believed that the owner would
have consented to the operation had he
or she known of it.

§ 11.420 Tampering with records.

A person commits a misdemeanor if,
knowing that he or she has no privilege
to do so, he or she falsifies, destroys,
removes or conceals any writing or
record, with purpose to deceive or in-
jure anyone or to conceal any wrong-
doing.

§ 11.421 Bad checks.

(a) A person who issues or passes a
check or similar sight order for the
payment of money, knowing that it
will not be honored by the drawee,
commits a misdemeanor.

(b) For the purposes of this section,
an issuer is presumed to know that the
check or order would not be paid, if:

(1) The issuer had no account with
the drawee at the time the check or
order was issued; or

(2) Payment was refused by the draw-
ee for lack of funds, upon presentation
within 30 days after issue, and the
issuer failed to make good within 10
days after receiving notice of that re-
fusal.

§ 11.422 Unauthorized use of credit
cards.

(a) A person commits a misdemeanor
if he or she uses a credit card for the
purpose of obtaining property or serv-
ices with knowledge that:

(1) The card is stolen or forged; or
(2) The card has been revoked or can-

celled; or
(3) For any other reason his or her

use of the card is unauthorized by the
issuer.

(b) Credit card means a writing or
other evidence of an undertaking to
pay for property or services delivered
or rendered to or upon the order of a
designated person or bearer.

§ 11.423 Defrauding secured creditors.

A person commits a misdemeanor if
he or she destroys, conceals, encum-
bers, transfers or otherwise deals with
property subject to a security interest
with purpose to hinder that interest.

§ 11.424 Neglect of children.

(a) A parent, guardian, or other per-
son supervising the welfare of a child
under 18 commits a misdemeanor if he
or she knowingly endangers the child’s
welfare by violating a duty of care,
protection or support.

(b) A parent, guardian, or other per-
son supervising the welfare of a child
under 18 commits a violation if he or
she neglects or refuses to send the
child to school.

§ 11.425 Persistent non-support.

A person commits a misdemeanor if
he or she persistently fails to provide
support which he or she can provide
and which he or she knows he or she is
legally obliged to provide to a spouse,
child or other dependent.
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